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May 4, 2007

Je Vous Salue, Kinodance (DENIZEN)
by Ted Bale, from the Boston Herald

"The last time I sat spellbound through a contemporary dance performance, surprised and refreshed by every event, was William Forsythe’s “Three Atmospheric Studies” at the Brooklyn Academy earlier this year. “Denizen” should be performed at BAM as well. It’s not only the most adventurous and complete work I’ve seen from your ensemble, but the best thing I’ve ever seen on the Celebrity Series’ “Marquis” series. It’s too bad I didn’t have an assignment to review the piece, because I would have raved over it!

These days most of the contemporary work I see is too austere and self-denying (as if all the emotion has been washed out of it), or too angry and overwrought (loosely referencing injustice and vague political anger). And rarely do I ever see such a true integration of film, lighting, stage design, music and movement. “Denizen” is lush and sensual, mysterious and vivid, formally sophisticated and painterly. To describe it I would use the term “geopsychic,” a word I learned from Bookhardt and Newlin’s 1979 book of photos and text called “Geopsychic Wonders of New Orleans” (I have a copy which I should show you some time). It evokes place and mixes it with the minds of the performers to create a certain dreamlike experience for the viewer. Also I would put “Denizen” side-by-side with Meredith Monk’s “Travelogue” works from the 1980s and early 1990s, though the movement style is entirely different and singular. I’m anxious to look at the film that inspired your dance, so I hope it’s available on DVD.

You should be truly proud of “Denizen,” and I can’t wait to see it again!"

http://www.criticaldance.com
